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§250.715

(d) Communications, procedures, and
delegated authorities established with
the production host facility to shut-in
any active subsea wells, equipment, or
pipelines in the event of a dropped ob-
ject; and

(e) Any additional information re-
quired by the District Manager as ap-
propriate to clarify, update, or evalu-
ate your dropped objects plan.

§250.715 Do I need a global posi-
tioning system (GPS) for all
MODUs?

All MODUs must have a minimum of
two functioning GPS transponders at
all times, and you must provide to
BSEE real-time access to the GPS data
prior to and during each hurricane sea-
son.

(a) The GPS must be capable of moni-
toring the position and tracking the
path in real-time if the MODU moves
from its location during a severe
storm.

(b) You must install and protect the
tracking system’s equipment to mini-
mize the risk of the system being dis-
abled.

(¢) You must place the GPS tran-
sponders in different locations for re-
dundancy to minimize risk of system
failure.

(d) Each GPS transponder must be
capable of transmitting data for at
least 7 days after a storm has passed.

(e) If the MODU is moved off location
in the event of a storm, you must im-
mediately begin to record the GPS lo-
cation data.

(f) You must contact the Regional Of-
fice and allow real-time access to the
MODU location data. When you con-
tact the Regional Office, provide the
following:

(1) Name of the lessee and operator
with contact information;

(2) MODU name;

(3) Initial date and time; and

(4) How you will provide GPS real-
time access.

WELL OPERATIONS

§250.720 When and how must I secure
a well?

(a) Whenever you interrupt oper-
ations, you must notify the District
Manager. Before moving off the well,
you must have two independent bar-
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riers installed, at least one of which
must be a mechanical barrier, as ap-
proved by the District Manager. You
must install the barriers at appropriate
depths within a properly cemented cas-
ing string or liner. Before removing a
subsea BOP stack or surface BOP stack
on a mudline suspension well, you
must conduct a negative pressure test
in accordance with §250.721.

(1) The events that would cause you
to interrupt operations and notify the
District Manager include, but are not
limited to, the following:

(i) Evacuation of the rig crew;

(ii) Inability to keep the rig on loca-
tion;

(iii) Repair to major rig or well-con-
trol equipment; or

(iv) Observed flow outside the well’s
casing (e.g., shallow water flow or bub-
bling).

(2) The District Manager may ap-
prove alternate procedures or barriers,
in accordance with §250.141, if you do
not have time to install the required
barriers or if special circumstances
occur.

(b) Before you displace Kkill-weight
fluid from the wellbore and/or riser,
thereby creating an underbalanced
state, you must obtain approval from
the District Manager. To obtain ap-
proval, you must submit with your
APD or APM your reasons for dis-
placing the kill-weight fluid and pro-
vide detailed step-by-step written pro-
cedures describing how you will safely
displace these fluids. The step-by-step
displacement procedures must address
the following:

(1) Number and type of independent
barriers, as described in §250.420(b)(3),
that are in place for each flow path
that requires such barriers;

(2) Tests you will conduct to ensure
integrity of independent barriers;

(3) BOP procedures you will use while
displacing kill-weight fluids; and

(4) Procedures you will use to mon-
itor the volumes and rates of fluids en-
tering and leaving the wellbore.

(c) For Arctic OCS exploratory drill-
ing operations, in addition to the re-
quirements of paragraphs (a) and (b) of
this section:

(1) If you move your drilling rig off a
well prior to completion or permanent
abandonment, you must ensure that
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any equipment left on, near, or in a
wellbore that has penetrated below the
surface casing is positioned in a man-
ner to:

(i) Protect the well head; and

(ii) Prevent or minimize the likeli-
hood of compromising the down-hole
integrity of the well or the effective-
ness of the well plugs.

(2) In areas of ice scour you must use
a well mudline cellar or an equivalent
means of minimizing the risk of dam-
age to the well head and wellbore.
BSEE may approve an equivalent
means that will meet or exceed the
level of safety and environmental pro-
tection provided by a mudline cellar if
the operator can show that utilizing a
mudline cellar would compromise the
stability of the rig, impede access to
the well head during a well control
event, or otherwise create operational
risks.

[81 FR 26022, Apr. 29, 2016, as amended at 81
FR 46563, July 15, 2016]

EFFECTIVE DATE NOTE: At 84 FR 21976, May
15, 2019, §250.720 was amended by revising
paragraph (a)(1) and adding paragraphs (a)(3)
and (d), effective July 15, 2019. For the con-
venience of the user, the added and revised
text is set forth as follows:

§250.720 When and how must I secure a
well?

(@) * * *

(1) The events that would cause you to in-
terrupt operations and notify the District
Manager include, but are not limited to, the
following:

(i) Evacuation of the rig crew;

(ii) Inability to keep the rig on location;

§250.721

(iii) Repair to major rig or well-control
equipment;

(iv) Observed flow outside the well’s casing
(e.g., shallow water flow or bubbling); or

(v) Impending National Weather Service-
named tropical storm or hurricane.

* * * * *

(3) If you unlatch the BOP or LMRP:

(i) Upon relatch of the BOP, you must test
according to §250.734(b)(2), or

(ii) Upon relatch of the LMRP, you must
test according to §250.734(b)(3); and

(iii) You must submit a revised permit
with a written statement from an inde-
pendent third party certifying that the pre-
vious certification under §250.731(c) remains
valid and receive District Manager approval
before resuming operations.

* * * * *

(d) You must have the equipment used
solely for intervention operations (e.g., tree
interface tools) identified, readily available,
properly maintained, and available for BSEE
inspection upon request. This equipment is
required for subsea completed wells with a
tree installed, that meet the following condi-
tions:

(1) Have a shut-in tubing pressure that is
greater than the hydrostatic pressure of the
water column, or

(2) Are not capable of having the annulus
monitored.

§250.721 What are the requirements
for pressure testing casing and lin-
ers?

(a) You must test each casing string
that extends to the wellhead according
to the following table:

Casing type

Minimum test pressure

(1) Drive or Structural, ...
(2) Conductor, excluding subsea wellheads, ..
(3) Surface, Intermediate, and Production, .....

Not required.
250 psi.
70 percent of its minimum internal yield.

(b) You must test each drilling liner
and liner-top to a pressure at least
equal to the anticipated leak-off pres-
sure of the formation below that liner
shoe, or subsequent liner shoes if set.
You must conduct this test before you
continue operations in the well.

(c) You must test each production
liner and liner-top to a minimum of 500
psi above the formation fracture pres-
sure at the casing shoe into which the
liner is lapped.

(d) The District Manager may ap-
prove or require other casing test pres-
sures as appropriate under the cir-
cumstances to ensure casing integrity.

(e) If you plan to produce a well, you
must:

(1) For a well that is fully cased and
cemented, pressure test the entire well
to maximum anticipated shut-in tub-
ing pressure, not to exceed 70% of the
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